To all of the colleagues who contributed chapters, this book would not have been possible without you. Thank you, everyone, for the cooperation and support. We learned a lot from you all; we deeply regret, however, that the Argentinean scholar Gastón Joaquín Beltrán, author of Chapter 2, passed away in 2013. Finally, we are grateful to an anonymous reviewer, whose comments have been very useful in improving the final version of the book.
Words are not enough to express the co-editors' mutual appreciation for the opportunity to work together. The healthy debate, e-dialogue and the intellectual engagement (and sometimes disagreement too), that always kept us focused and energized to push on, all contributed to the success of this work. Beyond rhetoric, we think this book is an epitome of the huge potentialities of SouthSouth cooperation.
Theresa Moyo would like to thank her family that has been a pillar of strength. Special appreciation goes to her two daughters, Unesu and Atida-Melody for their unwavering support and confidence in her.
José Luis León-Manríquez would like to thank Carolina Mera, former coordinator of the International Relations Area at CLACSO, for her enthusiastic support to this project. He is also grateful to Eduardo Tzili, who provided helpful research assistance for the introductory chapter. Last, but certainly not the least, he is profoundly thankful to his wife Patricia González and his daughters, María and Ana Sofía, for their continuing love and understanding.
Our greatest hope is that this book will contribute significantly towards the agenda for rethinking development and the quest for alternative paradigms for a just, stable and equitable global political, economic and social system in which countries of the South have the space to chart their own destinies towards a better life for their peoples. A future where Africa, Asia and Latin America are emancipated from the shackles of hegemonic and anachronistic neoliberal dictates that have nothing more to offer other than crises, vulnerabilities and dependency. 
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